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Diocese of Erie Appoints Superintendent of Catholic Schools  
The Diocese of Erie is pleased to announce the appointment of Mrs. Laura Blake as Superintendent of 

Catholic Schools, effective June 1, 2026.  

 

A longtime educator and administrator within the Diocese of Erie, Blake currently serves as Assistant 

Superintendent and brings nearly 20 years of experience in Catholic education, including service as a 

teacher, principal, school president and diocesan leader. Blake succeeds the current superintendent, Jim 

Gallagher, who led the office for the last decade. 

 

“Laura Blake is a dedicated and faith-filled leader who understands the mission and importance of Catholic 

education,” said Bishop Lawrence T. Persico. “Her experience, commitment to students and collaborative 

leadership style will help continue the strong tradition of Catholic schools throughout our diocese.” 

 

In accepting the appointment, Blake reflected on the mission of Catholic education and the opportunity 

ahead. 

 

“With deep gratitude and a profound sense of responsibility, I am honored to accept Bishop Persico’s 

appointment as the next Superintendent of Schools for the Diocese of Erie,” Blake said. “Catholic schools 

are communities where faith and academic excellence work together to form young people for lives of 

purpose, compassion and discipleship. I look forward to listening, learning and collaborating with our 

pastors, boards, presidents, principals, teachers and families as we continue strengthening Catholic education 

across the diocese.” 
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Gallagher expressed gratitude for the opportunity to serve the diocesan school community and confidence in 

Blake’s leadership. 

 

“It has been a privilege to serve the Diocese of Erie and work alongside such dedicated educators, boards, 

pastors and school families,” Gallagher said. “While I am excited to serve the Church in a new capacity and 

return to my Ohio roots, I am deeply grateful for the relationships and experiences I have shared within our 

Catholic schools. Laura Blake is an exceptional leader who cares deeply about students and the mission of 

Catholic education, and I know our schools will continue to flourish under her guidance.” 

 

Blake began her career in Catholic education as a teacher, and then principal, at Seton Catholic School. She 

later served as president of Venango Region Catholic School. Since 2022, she has served as Assistant 

Superintendent for Catholic Schools for the Diocese of Erie. 

 

She holds a Master of Education in Curriculum and Instruction from Gannon University, principal 

certification and a Pennsylvania Superintendent Letter of Eligibility. 

 

The Diocese of Erie Catholic Schools serve nearly 5,000 students across 13 counties in northwest 

Pennsylvania, forming young people in faith, academic excellence, service, and leadership, rooted in the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

As the Diocese of Erie also enters a historic time of episcopal transition, diocesan leaders encourage the 

faithful to continue praying for Catholic schools, educators and the discernment of the Church’s future 

leadership. More information about Catholic education and diocesan updates, including the episcopal 

transition, can be found at http://www.erieRCD.org.  
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